Vascular mediation of gastric mucosal damage and cytoprotection.
This review addresses questions surrounding the role of the mucosal circulation in damage and protection against chemical injury to the stomach. The modern history of the topic is briefly summarized, and widely used methods are appraised critically. The role of the circulation is examined in mucosal injury and in cytoprotection, and a new conceptual model is described which involves the vasculature and inflammatory mediators.